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Metro
Shelve flyover till doubts
are cleared, DVS tells govt
Seeks clarification on project funding, four other issues

Flyover will have traffic jams
from day one, says IISc study

BENGALURU: Retired IAS of-
ficer M N Vijay Kumar on
Friday said Larsen and
Toubro (L&T) and Nagarjuna
Constructions, which have
bagged the contract to build
the flyover, have a tainted
track record.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Vijay Kumar said the
World Bank, in its order dated
March 7, 2013, had barred
L&T from doing any business
with it or the projects funded
by it for six months after
finding that a senior executive
of the firm had indulged in
fraud in a health project in
Tamil Nadu. This had made it
ineligible for contracts for
any WB-funded projects and
loans.

On the other hand, Nagar-
juna Constructions, the joint
bidder along with L&T, was
blacklisted by the Puducherry
government in 2012 based on
a CBI report. On March 15,
2016, there was a major leak in
the Godavari water supply
project executed by Nagarjuna
Constructions.

“Even the Telangana gov-
ernment contemplated black-
listing it,” said Kumar.

Headdedthatabridgetaken

upbyNagarjunaConstructions
at Agartala in Tripura col-
lapsed during load testing on
April 21, 2016.

He said these facts establish-
ingfraudsbybothL&TandNa-
garjuna Constructions were
suppressed by senior IAS offi-
cers even after they were
brought to the notice of the
government and officers con-
cerned.

Transferred again
He claimed that T M Vijay
Bhaskar was posted as the ad-
ditional chief secretary in the
Urban Development Depart-
ment on January 1. He was
transferred four months later.

“Vijay Bhaskar had sought
transfer to avoid participating
in the illegal activities of BDA,
particularly the steel bridge
project and illegal de-notifica-
tionofacquiredlands,”saidKu-
mar. He flayed Bhaskar for
seeking transfer and keeping
quiet after the transfer.

Kumar added that the gov-
ernment suppressed many
facts before the High Court
hearing the public interest liti-
gation relating to what he
called “a bridge of corruption”.
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L&T, Nagarjuna tainted
companies, claims
retired IAS officer

BENGALURU: The Bangalore
Development Authority(BDA)
on Friday compensated13 peo-
ple whose land was acquired
for the construction of grade
separatoratKanteeravastudio.

MLA K Gopalaiah gave Rs
50 lakh to Managala, who had
recently attempted suicide at
the BDA head office complain-
ing about not being duly com-
pensated by the BDA. The oth-

er 12 land losers were given Rs
25 lakh through cheque at the
BDA head office. Noorjahan
Khanam, Land Acquisition of-
ficer of Kanteerava Studio
Junction, stated through a me-
dia release that those who had
submitted all documents were
given Rs 25 lakh in the first
phase and would be paid the
remaining amount after the
BDA meeting.

Screeningof
‘Bastionof
theGiants’
BENGALURU: Bastion of the
Giants, a documentary on
the picturesque, bio-diverse
wetland wildlife habitats of
North Eastern India, will be
screened at different venues
across the city from October
30 to November 5.

Thehabitatsarebytheriv-
er Brahmaputra and its trib-
utaries and support a
tremendous wealth of flora
and fauna, among them the
Asian Elephant.

The film is essentially
based in Kaziranga. While
focusing on thelives ofAsian
Elephants, the film takes a
more holistic view of conser-
vation as elephants are seen
in relation to the forests they
live in.

Sumesh Lekhi, the writer,
director and producer of the
film, is a chartered account-
ant by educationand beyond
his business, also does some
conservation work on the
wetlandsandmangroves,es-
pecially in the Oshiwara-
Versova area of Mumbai.

On Sunday, the film will
come alive at the Rangoli
Metro Art Centre on M G
Road at 6.15 pm. The second
screening will be at 6.15 pm
on November 2 at GM Re-
joyz, Malleswaram.

On November 4, a screen-
ing is scheduled at the Su-
chitra Film Society at 6.15
pm. The final screening will
be on November 5 at
Renukamba Studio,
Malleswaram from 4.30 pm
to 8 pm.
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NGTstays
workon
flyoverfor
4weeks
NGT, from Page 1

Onthebasisof thesenum-
bers, the petitioners suggest
strengthening of roads from
KR Puram, with one or two
smaller flyovers along the
route. Connectivity can be
provided from Electronics
City to the airport via HMT,
they have said.

All theseconstructionsto-
gethercostnotmorethanRs
1,000 crore, as against the
Rs 2,200 crore the govern-
ment plans to spend on the
steel flyover. The alternative
approacheswillclearthebot-
tleneckatHebbal,anddivert
about 70% of its traffic, the
petitionersreckon.If thetraf-
fic to the airport increases to
35 millionpassengers a year,
traffic on the road will in-
crease to 7.5 lakh vehicles a
day.Ofthisnumber,25%will
use commuter rail, the peti-
tioners told the tribunal.
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IIMB’s43rd
Foundation
Dayheld
BENGALURU: Indian Insti-
tuteofManagement,Banga-
lore, (IIMB) celebrated its
43rdFoundationDayonFri-
day. Sports and cultural pro-
grammesandawardpresen-
tation ceremony marked the
occasion.

S N Agarwal, member of
the Board of Governors,
IIMB, conferred the Distin-
guished Alumni Award 2016
on Ramesh Srinivasan, CEO
of OoyalaInc and Haragopal
Mangipudi , CEO and MD of
finUNO.

Speaking on the occasion,
Srinivasan said that the in-
stitute prepared him for
business and life. “Many
great teachers left a lasting
impression on me and I
would like to thank them in-
dividually. The best friend-
ships in my life were made
here.” Magsaysay award
winner Dr Harish Hande,
who delivered a talk on ‘So-
cial Inclusiveness and Our
Education System,’said that
issues pertaining to poverty
and sustainabilityneedto re-
solved.

“We need to be inclusive
in the thoughts, processes
and business models that we
create.Wecanshowcaseour
country as a leader of sus-
tainability. Our education
system needs to be designed
to solve complex problems
of our country,” he said.
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BENGALURU: The BJP, in the
BBMP Council, compared the
investigation into the financial
irregularities from 2008 to
2013 across the 198 wards to a
post-mortem of a body which
never existed.

The state government has
appointed Justice Nagamohan
Das to investigate the irregu-
larities, angering the BJP,
which had ruled the state as
well as the BBMP.

During the BBMP Council
meeting on Friday, BJP leader
Padmanabha Reddy said, “It's
an autopsy on non-existing
body. The government consti-

tuted a panel headed by an IAS
officer Rajendra Kumar
Kataria four days before the
end of the previous term of the
Mahanagara Palike. Now, once
again, a fresh investigation has
been ordered into the financial
irregularities in three BBMP
divisions of Gandhi Nagar, Ra-
jarajeshwari Nagar and
Malleswaram, which raises
doubts about the motive.”

Reddy reminded the council
that the Criminal Investigation
Department could not find any
irregularities in its investiga-
tion.
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BENGALURU: Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah agreed to con-
sider a comprehensive plan to
make a modal shift of Bengalu-
ru's traffic from private trans-
port towards mass public tran-
sit and walkability.

AccordingtoSrinivasAvalilli
from Citizens for Bengaluru,
which is campaigning against
the steel flyover, Siddaramaiah
hadinformedthem that he had
instructed the BDA to com-
mence work on the flyover
from the Hebbal side and re-
view what needs to be done
south of Mehkri Circle.

“At our next request, he in-
structed BDA officials to share
details of not only the flyover
project but the entire CDP
Master Plan 2031 of BDA for
Bengaluru which is under

preparation,” Avalilli said.
He added that Citizens for

Bengaluruhadpointedoutthat
the BDA had put the govern-
ment in an embarrassing posi-
tion and will continue to do so
becauseithasonlyengineering
capacity, and lacks the skills to
design projects that require
other perspectives such as mo-
bility, housing and public par-
ticipation.

“The chief minister prom-
ised to look at increased spend-
ing towards public transport
with a Metro link to the inter-
national airport, alternative ac-
cess routes to the airport, add
significantly to the existing
fleet of BMTC buses and in-
crease walkability,” Avalilli
said.
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BENGALURU: Union Minister
for Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation D
V Sadananda Gowda on Fri-
day demanded that the gov-
ernment should put on hold
the controversial steel fly-
over project till all doubts
are clarified.

Gowda,alsoaccusedtheSid-
daramaiah government of
hushing up the project details.
“Thegovernmenthasnotboth-
ered to meet those protesting
against the project and clarify
their doubts. It (the govern-
ment) has not been able to con-
vince me too...There is no
transparency as far as the proj-
ect is concerned. This has led
to lot of suspicion in the minds
of people,” he told reporters
here.

The former chief minister

askedthegovernmenttoclarify
on five key issues: Whether toll
will be imposed or not; impact
on environment after axing
800 trees; reasons for escala-
tion in the project cost by Rs

600 crore in six months; rea-
sonforthegovernmentnotgiv-
ing Value Added Tax (VAT) ex-
emption and source of funds
for implementing the project.

He said people are con-

cerned about the impact on en-
vironment due to the project.
Cutting800treeswilldefinitely
upsettheecologyinBengaluru.
“Why is the government not
ready to meet these people
(those opposing the project for
environmental reasons)? It is
the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to convince every-
body and take everybody
along,” he added.

Cost of the project has shot
up by Rs 600 crore in six
months. This is despite decline
insteelpricesby50%.Thesteel
flyover being a public project,
the government can waive off
VAT and thereby bring down
the cost by Rs 200 crore. But,
the government has included
VAT while estimating the total
project cost. Besides, it is im-
possibletoimposetollonusers.
Any such move will lead to traf-

fic congestion, he pointed out.
The government has main-

tained secrecy on the source of
funds for implementing the
project. The Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority (BDA) does
not have major source of rev-
enue. The BDA is on the verge
of becoming bankrupt. So, the
government has to clarify as to
howitwillmobilisesuchahuge
sum for the project, Gowda de-
manded.

He, however, admitted that
people are putting up with
hardship due to traffic jam on
the airport road and that the
government should take meas-
ures to ease the congestion.
Gowda also advised the gov-
ernment to develop alternative
road to the Kempe Gowda In-
ternational Airport to decon-
gest core Bengaluru areas.
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Gowda’s dilemma
As the MP from Bangalore North con-
stituency, D V Sadananda Gowda is
said to be in a dilemma: He can nei-
ther openly oppose the project nor
support it.
Though his party, the BJP, has been
vehemently opposing the steel flyover,
Gowda has been cautious on the is-
sue, lest he incurs the wrath of citi-
zens who want the project to be im-
plemented to decongest the airport

road. Gowda said he has not been able to take a stand as the
government has failed to clear his doubts.
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Bosky Khanna

BENGALURU, DHNS: A tech-
nical study conducted by the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) based on the details
publicised by the Bangalore
Development Authority
(BDA) for the steel flyover
shows that there will be
traffic jams from the very
first day of its operations.

The study was conducted by
Dr Ashish Verma, associate
professor, Centre for Infra-
structure Sustainable Trans-
portation and Urban Planning
(CiSTUP), IISc.

He examined traffic move-

ment in three scenarios: a)
where the average vehicular
growth is 4.75% as mentioned
in the detailed project report
(DPR) prepared by STUP Con-
sultants Pvt Ltd for the BDA;
b)consideringtheaveragetraf-
fic growth rate of 10.6%, repli-
cating the average annual
growth rate in airline passen-
gertraffic fortheKempegowda
InternationalAirport inthelast
nine years, and c) based on the
coarse-grained assumption
that car-ownership (number of
cars owned per 1,000 popula-
tion) in Bengaluru has been
doubling every five years along
with traffic.

The scenarios were applied
to High Grounds and Mehkri
Circle, the at-grade junctions
along the proposed flyover.
Each of the scenarios of road
traffic was compared with the

Metro plying on single- and
double-track capacity.

Verma explained that the
growth rate of 4.75% was not
only underestimated but also
undermined the realistic
trends as traffic at Mehkri Cir-
cle will increase twice the ca-
pacity when the steel flyover is
completed. And if the 10.6%
growth rate model is imple-
mented, then the Metro will be
a better option till 2048.

Even with the assumption of
very high rate of traffic growth,
the Metro can serve better to
the airport up to 2044 with
even half of the passengers
shifting to it. Verma suggested
that the land acquired by the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) for the right of
way for the Metro along the
tolled road be used.
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‘Siddaramaiahfor
reviewofflyoverplan
southofMehkriCircle’

WhenBengaluruwent ‘RockingOn...’
Rhythms in joy

BENGALURU, DHNS: Rock
music at its best, an enthusi-
astic crowd, celebrities
crooning live onstage and a
clear display of fan frenzy
and excitement. These were
the traits that marked the
‘Rock On 2 with U Concert’ at
Phoenix MarketCity here on
Friday night.

The venue buzzed with ex-
citement as people waited pa-
tiently in long lines to get in.
The evening began with the
emcees of the show — Vaibhav
and RJ Shayan — humouring
the audience on the city’s traf-
fic and dancing to a popular
Bollywood number.

As soon as Farhan Akhtar
appeared onstage, the audi-
ence broke into applause and
requests and rushed to take
videos and photographs.
From popular songs like
‘Dhadakne Do’and ‘Socha
Hai’ to ‘You Know What I
Mean’and other numbers
from ‘Rock On 2’— scheduled

for release on November 11 —
Farhan and his band enter-
tained the audience in high
spirits.

While he upped the energy
of the crowd with one number
after the other, the audience
started calling out for Shrad-
dha Kapoor. The actor made a

dramatic entry to the stage
and performed ‘Jeena Bhi
Samjho Koi Jeena’with the
band, after which she sang her
own song called ‘Your Magical
Kiss’. While Farhan, Shraddha
and their band made the audi-
ence break into squeals of ex-
citement, the event also had a

lot of interesting sights to its
credit. From the audience
shaking a leg to the numbers
to Farhan doing push-ups on-
stage before picking a high
note, the event saw it all.

The audience had come
from near and far to attend
the concert. Rajesh P and his

wife Radhika S came from
Kengeri. “We loved ‘Rock On’
and are eagerly waiting for the
next movie. To watch the
artistes from the movie on-
stage was a big start to the
fun-long weekend,”Radhika
said. The weekend traffic
didn’t deter them, they said.

From young to the elderly,
the audience was a mix of peo-
ple. Sisters Akshara and
Shraddha Kumar, final-year
students, came with their
grandmother, Anandi M, from
Rajajinagar. “The sisters were
super-excited about the event
and I, too, wanted to come as I
like Farhan’s acting as well as
singing,”Anandi said.

Others like Hemanth Krish-
naprasad, an IT professional,
came with a group of friends.
He said that they started
preparing for the event right
after seeing updates online.
“We had bought glow bands
and ‘Rock On’T-shirts to cele-
brate the mood,”he said.

Bollywood actors Farhan Akhtar and Shraddha Kapoor sing at a concert organised to
promote the movie Rock On 2 at Phoenix MarketCity on Friday.

Unprecendented

The Baiyyappanahalli Metro Station witnessed serpentine queues on Friday, on the eve of Deepavali
as people headed for Majestic, enroute to their hometowns. DH PHOTO

Parents’meet
todayondraft
feefixation
rules
BENGALURU: The Karnataka
Schools Parents’ Association
havecalledforasignaturecam-
paign to raise objection against
the draft rules governing col-
lection of fee in private and un-
aided schools.

A modified version of the
document prepared at NLSIU
has been uploaded on the face-
book group, which has over
8,000 members.

Signature campaign
Parents have been asked to as-
semble in the parking lot of the
Prestige Shantiniketan on
Whitefield Road at 10 am on
Saturdaytosignthedocument,
after which it will be submitted
to the Principal Secretary,
Primay Education.
DH News Service

In city today

In city tomorrow

Rainfall Nil

Humidity 31 pc

Sunrise 6.13 am

Sunset 5.54 pm

Moonrise 4.59 am

Moonset 5.11 pm
(Relevant data recorded at 5.30 pm.

Source: IMD)

City weather

FORECAST: Partly cloudy sky.
TEMPERATURES

Maximum 31.6 C

Minimum 18.6 C

GENERAL
The Theatre Attitude: Thurukana
Kanasu play, Kalagrama, Mallathhalli,
6.45 pm.
Drishya, Bengaluru: Play Swap-
navasavadatta, K H Kalasaudha,
Hanumanthanagar, 6.30 pm.
Magnitude Gallery: Exhibition of
original paintings under the theme
‘Samutsava’, 27th Cross, 13th Main,
3rd Block, Jayanagar, 10 am.
Taalim-E-Tijaara: Supporting enter-
preneurs and startups, a seminar and
workshop, Devaraj Urs Bhavan, Vas-
anthnagar, 9.30 am.

CULTURAL
Vivid Arts Entertainment: Uttar-
Dakshin, series of classical music and
dance performances, Chowdiah Me-
morial Hall, 16th Cross, Malleswaram,
6 pm.
Indian Institute of World Culture:
Kavya Sangeetha - Vatsala Devi R
Nayak and Dr Perdur Rathnakar
Nayak Memorial Endowment Pro-
gramme, Wadia Hall, 6, B P Wadia
Road, Basavanagudi, 6 pm.
Abhinaya Taranga: Plays ‘Kranti
Banthu Kranthi’, ‘Teregalu’ and ‘Giliyu
Panjaradolilla’, 2nd Floor, Kalagrama,
Mallathahalli, 7 pm.

RELIGIOUS
Paramartha Vichara Sangha Trust:
Discourse on Brahmasutra Bhashyam
by scholar K G Subraya Sharma, Ad-
hyatma Mandira, V V Puram, 7:45 am
Vedanta Satsanga Kendra: Dis-
course on Bruhadaranayaka Upan-

ishath by K G Subraya Sharma,
Vedanta Nilaya, Sakamma Gardens,
Basavanagudi, 9 am.
Sri Vyasaraja Mutt: Discourse by
Sathyamurthy Achar on Mahab-
haratha Thathparya Nirnaya, Sosale
Sri Vyasaraja Mutt, No 1, Benne
Govindappa Road, Gandhi Bazaar, 7
pm.
Akhila Bharata Madhwa Maha
Mandala: Session on ‘Sarvamoola
Grantha - Srimad Bhagavata Tath-
parya Nirnaya Parichayatmaka Chin-
tane’, Sri Vishweshateertha Sabhab-
havana of the Mandala, Poornaprajna
Vidyapeetha, Kathriguppe Main Road,
4.30 pm.

GENERAL
Team K9 Gurukul: 'Walk with Your
Pet for a Cause' against air and noise
pollution caused due to burning of
fire crackers, Ramakrishna Circle,
Basavanagudi, 7 am.

CULTURAL
Magnitude Gallery: Exhibition of
original paintings under the theme
'Samutsava', 27th Cross, 13th Main,
3rd Block, Jayanagar, 10 am.
Abhinaya Taranga: Plays ‘Kranthi
Banthu Kranthi’, ‘Teregalu’ and ‘Giliyu
Panjaradolilla’, 2nd Floor, Kalagrama,
Mallathahalli, 7 pm.

RELIGIOUS
Paramartha Vichaara Sangha Trust:
Discourse on Brahmasutra Bhashyam
by scholar K G Subraya Sharma, Ad-

hyatma Mandira, V V Puram, 7:45 am
Vedanta Satsanga Kendra: Dis-
course on Bruhadaranayaka Upan-
ishath by K G Subraya Sharma,
Vedanta Nilaya, Sakamma Gardens,
Basavanagudi, 9 am.
Sri Shankara Jayanthi Sabha: Dis-
course by Sathyavathi Ramanath on
Bhagavad Gita, Sri Shringeri Shankar-
mutt, Shankarapuram, 6 pm.
Sri Kali Durgaparameshwari Tem-
ple: Kalarathri Puja, Chandika
Paarayana and other religious pro-
grammes, temple premises, Kali Tem-
ple Road, Yeshwantpura, 8 pm.
Sri Vyasaraja Mutt: Discourse by
Sathyamurthy Achar on Mahab-
haratha Thathparya Nirnaya, Sosale
Sri Vyasaraja Mutt, No 1, Benne Gov-
indappa Road, Gandhi Bazaar, 7 pm.

‘Vehicle flow to go
up sharply when
project gets over’

BJPlikensPalikeprobeto
autopsyofnon-existingbody

BDAcompensateslandlosers


